
Friday, August 27, 2021 
Hybrid Meeting (BPL / Zoom) 9-10:15 a.m. 

Present: Bill Flanagan, Tara Tinder, Laura Anastasi, Katharine Clark, Kayla Eddy, Debbie Fischer, 
Jan Knutson, Paige Lehr, Kathy Pohl, and Mary Porter. 

1) Welcome and Announcements from Tara Tinder, Executive Director, SCF

A reminder that there are still books available in our vault, and invitations extended for the BLFLI 
special event at ABC Supply Stadium for regular partners and their guests. Future presentations to 
BAREA and Beloit 200 are in the works, and the anticipated contract for the developmental video 
to be shown to new mothers is in the hands of Beloit Health System.To clarify, Quint Studer’s 
institute will provide training for the nurses to use this short video in the hospital as a tool to 
educate mothers on importance and impact of literacy on their newborn babies! Community Impact 
Grants will again be available starting mid-November through January, so stay tuned! 

2) Program Updates: Bill Flanagan, BLFLI Chair

Bill reported ongoing BLFLI success, especially with an updated Powerpoint for presentations and 
a newly designed brochure for future public distribution. From inception of our initiative based on 
solid facts as presented by Dipesh Navsaria 5 years ago, including the economic picture of 
investing in early childhood literacy as a large return for school ready kindergarteners down the 
road, and throw in the bookmobile…we have paved a sound, grassroots campaign in the Beloit 
community. Momentum continues and it is exciting to see where it will lead next!    

3) Literacy Advocacy Materials & Resources

A handout on Camp Read Aloud was made available to attendees. It includes 15 days of crafts, 
popular books for reading aloud, and activities that can all be done from home. Explanation links 
are all embedded on the website.  

4) Partner Reports:

● Katharine Clark (Beloit Public Library) Josh Lock donated custard for the end of summer 
reading program and Snappy paid a visit. Rachelle Elliott lead her 4K teacher in-service at the 
library. Information on all free, public events, morning playdates, new toddler yoga and more is 
available in their Fall 2021 flyer Around the Library!

● Laura Anastasi (RSVP) Update: Pam Carper (formerly Big Brothers, Big Sisters) is now RSVP’s 
executive director, replacing Will Anderson. Under new leadership, RSVP is sponsoring a foster 
grandparent program (only 1 of 2 in the state of Wisconsin), which is literacy & math based. An 
informational flyer was shared (below) and a recent article was in the Beloit Daily News.  They 
are seeking volunteers (those 55 and older) who are interested in visiting local schools to work 
with students. This also includes unaccompanied youth with the collaboration of Project 16:49 
and Robin Stuht from the School District of Beloit in order to make this program more impactful!

https://www.readaloud.org/campreadaloud.html
https://beloitlibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Around-the-Library-Fall-2021.pdf
https://www.beloitdailynews.com/news/local-news/want-to-be-a-foster-grandparent/article_e4892795-5d0d-5b54-b7ae-f982589ea7de.html


● Jan Knutson/Kathy Pohl (St. Paul Soup Lunch) Community outreach is still on hold, but still 
serving “to go” meals every Wednesday, averaging 130-150 per week! The bookmobile came 
twice over the summer and their book cart remains popular. Thanks to a SCF grant last year, 
they’re still distributing laundry tokens, gas and grocery cards and personal items to guests.

● Kayla Eddy (Bookmobile) Stops are winding down, including an event at Riverside Park and 
back-to-school nights at Gaston and Hackett Elementary schools, where they are donating the 
last of their books. When reflecting on summer venues, the worst-case scenario had no books 
distributed and the best site distributed 258 books! Krueger Park was perhaps the most frequent 
and well attended bookmobile stop throughout the summer. She has seen the joy of books!

● Mary Porter (Co-President of BAREA) The Beloit Area Retired Educator Association is looking 
forward to a BLFLI presentation by Bill & Tara at their annual meeting next month. Also, they 
have 50+ children’s books to donate to other interested organizations.

● Paige Lehr (Early Start/Head Start) Paige joined us for the first time as their new child 
development manager! They support Rock County and Walworth County, yet their highest 
enrollment is in Beloit. Many of our young learners are not developing at the appropriate pace, but 
their focus is low-income families and children from families with disabilities. Currently they are 
working with several east-side SDB elementary schools and are seeking some west side 
collaborations. Community assessment is lacking there, not just for education but also with 
Family Services.

● Debbie Fischer (Youth2Youth 4 Change) They continue to add hygiene bags to the Little Free 
Libraries and are repairing them as needed. Retired educators have been wonderful in providing 
books, but Y2Y is always happy to accept additional book donations!

5) Calendar:  There is NO meeting in September. The next meeting will start a series of a new bi-
Monthly schedule. Mark your calendars for Friday, October 22nd, 2021 at 9 a.m. in the BPL
Community Room. In person attendance is highly encouraged for improved communication!

Some kids just couldn’t wait 
for the books to be unloaded 
from the bookmobile this 
summer!  Thanks to the Beloit 
bookmobile, nearly 2,000 
books were distributed to 
community children at various 
locations throughout the 
summer, most notably at 
Kreuger Pool, Big Hills Park, 
and SDB elementary school 
sites during summer school. 
End of summer backpack 
giveaways by Community 
Health System and Beloit 
Cares at Riverside Park were 
equally popular! Thanks and 
kudos to Gloria and Kayla for 
a successful 2021 venture 
and journey, all for the love of 
reading! Give a kid a book 
…good things happen ���� 

    Minutes respectfully submitted by Jamie Gurholt on 09/20/2021 



https://www.hometalk.com/23788265/button-dish
https://www.creativeconnectionsforkids.com/2013/02/balloon-hockey/
http://krokotak.com/2018/08/paper-shark/
https://www.toddlerapproved.com/2014/07/feed-shark-alphabet-game-for-kids.html
https://theneonteaparty.com/friendship-bracelets/
https://www.thecrafttrain.com/sponge-boat-craft-for-kids/
http://kidsinthegarden.co.uk/10-simple-steps-to-creating-a-bee-friendly-garden/#:~:text=By%20filling%20your%20garden%20with,herb%20for%20feeding%20honey%20bees
https://www.mottchildren.org/posts/camp-little-victors/water-balloon-toss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED6yM0ta5-4#:~:text=the%20kids%20have%20to%20guess,then%20it's%20someone%20else's%20turn
https://www.makeandtakes.com/summer-camp-for-kids-gods-eye
https://mothernatured.com/animal-play/finding-animals-in-clouds/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/83376/cotton-ball-painted-snail-paper-plate-craft
http://goexplorenature.com/2014/05/backyard-nature-game-snail-races.html
https://thesource4ym.com/water-balloon-towel-catch/
https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/mason-bee-habitat/
https://kidscraftroom.com/playful-rock-spider-craft/
https://www.mamasmiles.com/spider-web-obstacle-course/
https://iheartcraftythings.com/paper-hot-air-balloon.html
https://craftsbyamanda.com/craft-stick-crafts-farm-animals/
https://mamapapabubba.com/2013/06/03/super-simple-5-minute-backyard-teepee/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/outdoor-music-diy-wind-chimes/
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/astronomy/a-kid-s-guide-to-stargazing
https://iheartcraftythings.com/paper-bag-monster-puppets.html
https://thecraftingchicks.com/pin-the-eye-on-the-monster/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/balloon-rocket-experiment
https://www.easypeasyandfun.com/jellyfish-cupcake-liner-crafts/
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/clark-the-shark/
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/please-please-bees/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YT9Viz8DDFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duxbk92rwTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSkeKqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvoS7qcKGYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0n2g7nis92k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HyyBgObnywc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UN1XrW2aIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MibEeGiFThM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiTvZofEJ60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UoIpTRYJlw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fn7lZXUA2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALmNPxNehYE
https://theinspiredtreehouse.com/row-row-row-boat-3-fun-ways-t0-ride-waves/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WIF98ss2Tw
https://www.tinyfry.com/make-dream-catcher-kids/?
https://www.readaloud.org/downloads/Rainstick_NASA.pdf


”As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands, 

one for helping yourself, the other for helping others.” 

 Audrey Hepburn 

Foster Grandparent Program 

• Work with school children in literacy and Math

• Care about children’s futures

• Have a valid Driver’s License

• Work with unaccompanied youth, teen moms and their kids

• Be a friend

If you would like to be a FOSTER GRANDPARENT, please contact 
Laura at the Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 

608-362-9593 or Laura@rsvp-rock.org      




